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The Honorable Martin O’Malley
Governor of the State of Maryland
100 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401

Re:  Support of Towson University Project in Harford County

Dear Governor O’Malley:

On November 9, 2011, the Economic Development Advisory Board of Harford County, Maryland voted to support the Presidents of Harford Community College and Towson University in their effort to construct a satellite building for Towson University in Harford County.  The two entities have worked together to develop a plan for the construction of a classroom building on the HCC campus and would house the last two years of bachelor degree programs.

Our region lacks programs that could allow local residents to complete the last two years of a baccalaureate degree.  However, this is an issue for which a solution already exists and for which we ask your support.  The solution lies in the construction by Towson University of a “two plus two” building on the Harford Community College campus.  If approved, the Towson Building would offer only the upper two years of a baccalaureate degree in selected programs.  The project has the support of the University System of Maryland, has funding available from non-taxpayer sources, has been memorialized in a MOU between Towson University and Harford Community College, and has the full support of community leaders and citizens.  

It is the position of the Board that this program should move forward and that Towson and Harford Community College be able to offer the two plus two program as designed.  It is in the best interest of the citizens of Maryland and of Harford County in particular.

A Towson University presence on the Harford campus would be a significant enhancement to the higher educational opportunities in Harford County and is critical to our continued success to fill jobs at Aberdeen Proving Ground.  The ability to attract and retain employees and for citizens to be able to  complete higher education requirements is critical for Harford County residents so that they can take advantage of the changing economy in the County and State.  

This project is the most fiscally responsible solution for filling the baccalaureate degree gap in this region.  Because the funding is already available, the project would add no dollars to the State budget.  As originally planned, the proposed Towson-HCC building would have been available to the students of the region for the beginning of the Fall 2013 semester.  Approval, however, has yet to be granted by the Maryland Higher Education Commission.  We earnestly seek your assistance in obtaining that approval and allowing this necessary project to go forward as quickly as possible.
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Eric E. McLauchlin, Esq., Chair

cc:  	EDAB
	Dr. Dennis Golladay, President 
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